INTRODUCTION
The classical theorem of Veblen and Young [14] characterizes the Desarguesian projective spaces of dimension at least three as those connected partial linear spaces in which each pair of intersecting lines lies in a proper subspace which is a projective plane. In this article we present a similar result.
THEOREM.
Let (9, 9) be a finite, connected partial linear space in which each pair of intersecting lines lies in a subspace which is a projective plane minus a point and all lines through it. Assume that (9, 9') contains a least two such planes. Then either (1) for some prime power q and some integer d at least 3, (9, 2) is isomorphic to the partial linear space of hyperbolic lines of a sympfectic geometry of the Desarguesian projective space PG(d, q); or (2) all lines of 9 contain exactly three points (and so (9, 3) is determined up to isomorphism as one of the spaces of [8, Theorem 11.) This problem was first suggested and discussed by Hale [6] and various special cases have been handled [ 5, 8, 121. As Hale observed, a partial linear space which is a projective plane with a point and all lines through it removed is merely the dual of an affine plane. In particular, the original projective plane can by synthetically reconstructed from the dual affine plane by the addition of a "point at infinity." As the statement of the theorem suggests, such a partial linear space may also be thought of as the space of hyperbolic lines for a
